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Causes of the French Revolution: Mid-Term Factors

| 1/3: International Factors
= In the 1770’s, King Louis XVI paid for Fré
Independence from Britain. Howeve
ideas themselves:
» “The freedom for which | am goi :
enjoy such a liberty that would fit i J* E position and our customs” — a
French soldier in America

elp the Americans in their War of
ome infected with revolutionary

2/3: Economic Factors
» By 1789, France was bankrupt. Fighce was still g off debts incurred by the wars of
Louis XIV a hundred years before! King was
start paying taxes, but they refuse. Se he stz
very annoyed at this. i

e

and asks "where is the tax
"the money was there last time |
arrying sacks of money, saying

In this cartoon from the time, Louis}
money?" The financial minister, N¢ 5‘
looked." The nobles and clergy aré

"We have it." & 3

How does this cartoonist highlight economic, political AND social causes of France’s
problems?
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A2 \vnu
| 3/3: Intellectual Factors

» The 18" Century was the age of W en many philosophers began to
argue that society should be run by g| Qér than tradition and

superstition.
. The foIIowmg phllosophers were parti } SEEcause they did not simply
f idea of monarchy altogether.

Rousseau:
1. “Man is born free,

3. “You forget that th B allahd that the land belongs to no one”
4.“To renounce Ilbert S h¢ a man, to surrender the rights of

Diderot

5. “There is no true sovereign, there walaker, but the people”
6. “Man will only be free when the last king i shyyiihh the guts of the last
priest , ,,

7. “A thing is not proved just becaus ¢ , : stioned it. So

Tom Paine:
8. “A hereditary rulerfis
9. “The state of a kin

requires him to kno
10. “Aristocrats dege
each other”

2 hereditary mathematician”
orld, yet the business of a king

s by intermarrying constantly with

1. Highlight your favourite quote from each philosophr.

2. Which is your favourite quote overall? Why?

IR ===

Main Task: Dishing the Dirt!

* You are a newspaper journalist &
reputation of the philosophers by
* Your teacher may wish to divide

puis. Your job is to destroy the
ut the private life of each one.
5 to investigate one philosopher

Juicy Detail...
Rousseau | 1.

2.

3.
Diderot 1.

2.

3.
Paine 1.

2.

3.
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Homework / Extension Task

1. Produce a flow diagram in your books explaining how these three factors are connected to
each other.

(a) Long-Term factors: The “Three Estates” system

(b) Short-Term factors: The weaknesses of (a) the King and (b) Queen

(c) Mid-Term factors: (a) Economic, (b) Intellectual and (c) International factors

SUGGESTION: If you think this is too straightforward, break this into 6 factors (underlined)
and try to link all of them.




